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ABSTRACT

India rightly proves the saying — “Unity in Divegi. Since the time of various philosophers exptaes and
discoveries have been continued and in this prabesanknown has been known the unfamiliar has lee@iliar and the
unidentified has been identified. The separate kadge of practical experience has led to the eafilans of rare and
unique events. Similarly, this work represents th&ue features of the traditional community of tolndia, namely —
The Badaga Community — spread around their soccdNakku Betta’ (Nakku — Four and, Betta — Moungiim the
Badaga language). Nilgiris Civilization has startedgrow and multiplied through tribes. There isotof controversy
regarding the Badagas that whether they shouladiaded in the tribal communities or not. But rabethey have been
incorporated in the other Backward Caste 2008 letis. The present paper deals with the origirgicGsoeconomic

conditions of Badaga community
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INTRODUCTION

India has traditionally been the home of differendtures and people. Among the diversified popafatia
significant portion is comprised of the tribal p&mpr the other non tribal i.e. the indigenous bitents of the land. The
culture of these communities, their traditions gnalctices pervade almost all the aspects of Inclidtinre and civilization
— as the community of the Great Badagas. Warm tadgpi simple ways of living and sincere judgmefithe opinions is
some of the traits that mark the uniqueness ofttribal culture of India. Their custom depicts thbglief in simplicity.
They are perfectly well blended with nature andiarthe practice of worshipping their own god amdidesses. They are
very much sociable, hospitable, and fun loving glavith strong community bonds. This particular commity shares
patriarchal ties and have their own festivals ag@léhrations. The people of this community are détiggo their identity
despite of the external influences that threatesir thulture especially after their post — indeperde period. The
interpretation of the reign of Badaga communitysikyeral historians has led to their present stagxalusion from tribal

community.

Today the original inhabitants of the Nilgiri Hillsere the, Badagas, Kota, Irula and Kurunbas whb@lexisted
through specialization and trade. The Badagas raeeobthe major non tribal OBC (Other backward kpspulations in
the district who reside in the mountains. Many Bmaare under the mistaken impression that if #reybrought under
the “Scheduled Tribe”, it would be a degrading st®me of the major political parties of Tamil Nadas publically
announced that ST status would be recommendedidoBadagas, if they are elected to govern the Thlianlu state for
which elections were to be held on thd &ril, 2011.
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Study Area

Ooty Taluk has 19 villages, out of which village Ikavatty, is one of the ‘Hahi’ (village termed astti in
Badaga Language) that lies in the heart of theifi§lgFrom Ooty E-1 Reveal Police station, its pnoity was marked
nearly 8 km from Ooty Central Bus Stand. Hatti Kelatty comes under the “Thodha Nadu seemae” oBtmaga
Community — seemae, which refers to a cluster tdgaes which need not to close to each other. Theeetotal four
Seemae’s and through the efforts of Mr. H. Madhad&o, who edited “Nakku Bella magazine, had attechpd record all
the hattis in one of its issues in the late 197@'gler the four Seemae’s namely.

* Thodha Naadu Seemae

e Tarangaadu Seemae

* Mekku Naadu Seemae

* Kundhe Seemae
OBJECTIVES

The objectives of this paper are as follows-

» Torepresent the unique Badaga Community as ditradi community of Southern India into the forefto

» To enhance the shift of the ancient paradigm in&irtpresent day status and culture.

e To analyze the socio-economic aspects of Hatti #edkty in the present day.

e To bring out the prospects, problems and grievaotése people of Hatti Kelkavatty as a whole.
METHODOLOGY

Three phases of the field study has been undertal@mely — pre-field, field and post field studyinfary
information about the Badaga Community was recefvech various websites, during the field study sy, interviews
were conducted and thereafter primary as well asrsfary data also were collected. After the fidiody, post-field

studies helped in the incorporation jotting dowea ifformation and data, concerning the visit totH&alkavatty.
Origin of the Badagas

Many anthropologists, researchers and others viet Badaga Origin is nothing, but Badaga migrafimam
Mysore (now in Karnataka state) about 300 years dgang Tipu Sultar’s time as the word Badagagnietiogically,
means northerner. Since then the Badagas of tteeqrdvave believed in their migration theory in #iesence of any
conclusive and trustable evidences to the contBarythe recent revealations and links about thguage, from the epics

and writings of the Tamil Sangam Period has tutmgdan untouched and unknown part of the origithefBadagas.
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Figure 2: How to Preserve a Traditional IndigenousCommunity

The Badagas, as a whole are one of the unique m@dafthe most important indigenous people. Theythe
largest single community in the Nilgiri Hills whiatestle at a point where the rugged beauty of tsteEn Ghats merge
with the Western Ghats. The interpretation of n@ud&ga relation might be questioned as, how thethward migration
was possible while the Nilgiris were found to bgart of the Mysore state which dominated till 178, the other
revelations of Badaga researchers, has their thefooyigin related to the legendary —Tipu Sultamridg Tipu Sultan’s
rules, there lived seven brothers and their ordiesiin Badagahalli near Mysore on the Talainails HVhen their sister
who was a beautiful looking girl, was milking thewg a self broke loose from the tree to which isvii@d. Not finding
anything, the girl let loose her coiled hair antthteée cow back with it, while her brother milkdgetcow. Tipu sultan who
was riding along the vicinity caught hold of theahty of the girl and was ready to marry her. Thetlirs who were
staunch Hindus were demanded to get the transformtedslamic sect; hence they disguised themsedwektheir sister,
fled to the Nilgiris by the night and reached Riwdayor, which is the northernmost limit of the NiigDistrict. But
unfortunately Tipu Shultan had sent pursuers whaltihold of them. Being helpless, the family pthee'Shivalingan’
on the ground and prayed before it inturn the RMayor pouted, which made the new refugee to cowss to the Nilgiris
and the pursuers were drowned by the closing waidtexr a short stay near the present village ahBiada, the brothers
dispersed in different directions and thus varisesmay were formed. The elder brother told oneasofdunger brothers
to follow a deer and build village where it stopp@dother brother settled down in Koderi, yet amotin Hubbathalai.
These brothers were the founders of the seemaysitivs of the Badagas. The other ‘seemaes’, alse hderesting
histories behind them. It is said that as one gmfupadaga reached the Nilgiris, they took shaties forest and in their
hurry to leave; they left a baby behind, which dexhinto a cave. A Toda father brought him up vhith own child and the

Thodanaadu division of the Badagas was foundecdhiohaHatti Kelkavatty is a part.

According to another legend, two Badaga brotheashred Nunthala, who were very hungry. The youngather
shot a pigeon and roasted it and ate it while tleréorother refused to have it. It is said tha Wegetarian brother is the
‘Hethappa’ or ancestor of the Kundah division, e Badagas, while the non-vegetarian brother arsdtheafounder of the
Makunader division of the Badagas. Thus the intgtion of both the Badagas and the non-Badagaddshe equally

dealt with, so that the sentiments of the Badagdstlaeir origin remain a reality and does not bee@mmystery.
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Socio-Economic Condition of Village Kelkavatti - APresent Trend

It is very important to highlight the socio-econamaispects of Hatti Kelkavatty. According to theiegent status

they are considered to be the OBC. So their sacidleconomic activities must be remarked. As b8B¢, they stand to

be unique in their way of living and their standafdiving. As said, there are a lot of controvessregarding their status —

whether they should be included under the Tribatises or not. Legislations have denied their statube tribes but

political influence and revelations of new storasout their origin, is still like a ray of hope, athcould be their actual

status. Despite of all these, still the village artp various distinguishing features, as follows

Being a backward community, they totally exhibi tiole of a tribal society.
There is high prohibition on the mixing of racesddferent communities or religion.

They, as they remarked, maintain a pure and conbtwwd race, i.e. they believe in endogamous reiatii, i.e.

marriage or interbreeding within their community.

They are fully blended with the nature and do nqil@t the resources too much. They are in perfectmony

with the nature.
The people of the village are well acquainted wgitich other and live with the feeling of equalityl draternity.

They share their views and conducts meeting inctitramon community hall in the village, where thegadiss
their problems and grievances.

Badaga women, as history marked, had a glorious Ipasnow the position is not so prestigious. Wargnce a
few years back, were imparted with only the primaalyication. Higher education to the common is eoijitted

as per the community rule, but a few have strugfgedo.

The male in the village Kelkavatty are well receiweith education. Majority of them are graduate amany

have post-graduation degrees.
The total literacy rate of this village 80%, whéine male literacy rate is about 95% and the ferabtut 70%.

40% of the total population has received primanycadion while that of Graduation and Post-Gradumwisol 0%
each. Secondary and Higher Secondary EducatiddRiseach.

The village has a common primary school wherehal¢hildren are aided with primary education. Thaye to
travel to Ooty town for the secondary and higheosdary schools and colleges, which are at a distamh 10
Km.

The main occupation of the people is agricultutgodt 60% of the total population is related to ¢héivation of

crops while another 20% of the population is endaageworkers in the agricultural field.

About 70% of the land use is under agriculturalvéteds. Irrigation is mainly done through wellsdatube well
about 75%. Double cropping techniques are used evkiegetables and other food crops like wheat, &,
grown. Tea and Eucalyptus plantations are noti¢edughout the village. Eucalyptus plantations arainmy

adopted under the social forestry schemes of @mgesbil erosion.
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e Thus, about 80% of the total population are relétetthe primary sectors, while the remaining popaoiais

engaged in government services and business aeiy dew percentage are engaged in industrial rehatark.

Mobilization of
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Production of Good Infrastructural
commodities system
COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT
Investment for the high per-capita
next production income
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Figure 1: Developmental Processes of a Community

Savings generated

» Majority of the population has landholdings on amrage of 1-2 acres of land Majority of the cowd goats are

domesticated for their dairy needs and in the atjtical field.

« Dominant production includes vegetables like besfobeans, potatoes, carrots, etc. Tea is the lmnrgrage

crop grown in Kelkavatty's terraced slope.

* There is a common tap line connection in the vdlaghere drinking water is fetched. While well daalde well is

the other sources of drinking water.
* Monthly income of the average working populatioali®ut Rs.4, 000 and above.

» Majority of the houses is of pucca type with titesing used for roofing and has cemented floors.Villege has
quite narrow lanes which connects every settlenoérihe village to the other. The settlements arénipaof

double storied one.

» Assets of the villages includes durable goods fikagority of them have landholdings and jewelleri€sher

common assets of the household involve two-whegdierstors, television set, etc.
* The settlement pattern is linear and is of nuctbtstpe.
* The average age of marriage for the male is 2Dtgedrs and that of women is about 20 years.

Thus, it is evident that child marriage is not piced here as well as child labour is also prokihitEducation is
imparted to all but the females are not much githenhigher education. The villages in the Ooty Kadve administrated
by the village administrative officers and threev®sue Inspectors who are posted to govern and \@epethe work of
these 19 officers of the 19 villages. Thus, albie, village Kelkavatty has a well integrated systd social and economic
activities. But due to the external influence reljyag their origin and confirmation of status, itagoint of negligence and

hindrance to their development. Other problemsase associated with the village and their socioremic activity.
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Problems and Prospects of the Villages

Economic hindrances are also marked. As they saig,vegetables are cultivated on a large scalsbabus the
seeds for cultivation are needed to be brought floenmarket. Previously Rs.300/- was paid for pasatg per kg of
carrot seeds, but somewhat the present scenarie ttaanged. Now per kilogram of carrot seed is @gell at an
exorbitant price of Rs.10, 000. Moreover the qiedibf the seeds are low which yields low qualitgduction. Same is
the case with other vegetable seeds. The geogedpkiguirement of the region does not permit iséav food crops on a
large scale, and thus the total demand of thegéilia fulfilled by purchasing food grains from ttmarket. Other problems
include the transportation system. The villagebiswa 8 km from the Ooty Town, and main nodes afgport include three
wheeler vans to the market. As said, the averageicourred from the production sometimes excekdgdtal production

and sometimes they are also underpaid. So, as ke vgrofit margins are very much less and thusiae production gets
hampered.

Other marked problem of the Village which hamp&ssevelopment is the absence of medical and helattls.
The people have to travel about 10 Km to reacmtwarest clinic or hospital and also the transportagystem is not so
frequent. As cited earlier also, educational in$itins are also at a distance of about 10-12 kniztwimake people to feel

inconvenient to send their children especially daenrs.

Kelkavatty stands as an important community whidhterfered by Governmental help and support, stand as
a self-sufficient village. And it is well known ththe role of a self-sufficient village economy medo be in the limelight,
where backwardness remains at the back. Thus lijngahe problems and restoring the needs andrggettie grievances
of this traditional community will indirectly help preserving the traditional culture and indiges@@mmunity of our
mother land.

The hospitable environment, negligible criminal aets, well mannered people of Kelkavatty makes it a
distinguishing community. Moreover its heritagetie past or its history of origin, shall be knowy dach and every
Indian, as they are acknowledge with the foreigragions in India. Thus, this paper work is nothing the assessment of
the evolution of the Badaga community with its prsstate. Future prospects are thus high if sigssid agricultural
activities are given along with loans with less amtoof interest imposed. The transportation systeost also be

improvised for the mobility towards education amlth services.
CONCLUSIONS

This paper is a tribute to the legend of the Badagmmunity. Our past is our heritage so it is vienportant to
bring forth every records and incidents of Histdvlany researchers have been going on, about thehaf the Badaga
Community. Hatti Kelkavatty has emerged in the vedybeing a self-sufficient village economy and ththe socio-
economic activities must be encouraged and aidéu veilp and support. Links have also suggestedBhdaga language
existed with old Kannada. Thus the Badagas have beasidered to be of Dravidian origin due to thetfthat the
language spoken is Dravidian but is disputed. Thaestoms, cultural aspects are distinct and natetjyorelated to other

Ethnic Groups, hence their origin are in great tieba
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